U4             The   Romantic
Before lunch Captain Hyslop would say: "Good
morning, dear lady", and before dinner he would
say: "Good evening, dear lady". When she went up
to bed he said: "Good night, dear lady".
Between meals she never saw him, as he always
went out with Cuthbert
At first she had meant to ask him about the Great
Lama, but since then the Great Lama had become a
part of her thoughts and there seemed no connec-
tion between her thoughts and Captain Hyslop,
She found him daily more invisible.
He talked more than he had done at first, but he
always seemed to be talking about distances. One
place was a thousand miles away from another
place. Their separation seemed more important
than their existence.
"At seven thousand feet above the sea-level it
begins to be cold." The amount of snow, it appeared,
varied with the seasons except when you reached the
snow-level.
"Was there any edelweiss?"
"I never saw any edelweiss/'
"I must have been thinking of Switzerland/'
"Yes, of course, there is a lot of edelweiss in
Switzerland."
"I don't think flowers ought to be made of cotton-
wool."
"Cotton-wool? Oh, I see what you mean."